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Governors: David Hodson, Chair; Chuck Nelsen, Vice Chair; Stuart Casillas; Joyce Densmore-Thomas; Michael 
Franson; Jay Gilbert; Tom Giustina; Doug Guerrero; David Heinsen; Tom Martin; Marcia Moore; John 
Morrell; Dennis Murphy; Christina Nichols; Cathy Pleasant; Michael Prime; Marilyn Rees; Darryl Schoen; 
Dave Scotto; John Unruh; Dave Alexander (Faculty Representative); Kaylee Biedermann (Student 
Representative); Doug Guerrero, Emeritus 

 
Not Present:  Ahmad Boura, Robin Gayle, Jon Krabbenschmidt 
 
Ex- Officio: Gayle Hutchinson, President; Debra Larson, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs; 

Ann Sherman, Vice President for Business and Finance (CFO)  
 
Staff: Evelyn Buchanan, Pam Hollis, Evonnia Dominguez and Wendi Engasser, University Advancement 

Guests: David Janec and Brian Shipley, Arnerich Massena; Stephen Cummins, Interim Executive 
Director, University Communications; Ashley Gebb, Publication Editor, University 
Communications; DJ Stout, Creative Director, Pentagram; Andrea Kruszka & Jason Simpson, 
Simpson & Scarborough; Deans and Development Officers 

 
Chair Dave Hodson called the meeting to order at 10:36 AM.  
 
Hodson asked for a motion to approve the General Session October 10, 2020 minutes. David Heinsen 
moved to approve the agenda. Christina Nichols seconded the motion and the committee voted to 
approve the agenda. 
 
Chair’s Report – Dave Hodson  
Hodson reminded the board that the Governors’ Award voting tool will be sent out within the next 
couple of weeks and all board members will have an opportunity to rank the proposals.  After the results 
are compiled a special session will be called to discuss the allocation of funds, targeting approval at the 
June meeting.  Hodson welcomed individually the deans from each of the seven colleges, who gave 
reports on their college’s goals and aspirations. 
  
President’s Report – Gayle Hutchinson  
President Hutchinson shared some slides from the Campus Master Plan highlighting some of the plans 
for new buildings.  Next, she shared plans for the safe return of students and faculty to campus in the 
fall, explaining that COVID measures would continue to be enforced so they don’t have outbreaks that 
could cause them to close down again.  Highlighting the strategic priority of Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion, she told the group about a task force they have initiated to help better integrate the police 
department with the community to both make sure everyone is safe and everyone is respected.  She 
shared a video, highlighting efforts at Civic and Global Engagement, specifically work towards voter 
education, registration, and participation. Efforts toward Resilient and Sustainable Systems include a 
new Climate Action Plan, championed by Sheri Chastain, Sustainability Director, that will propel us 
toward the goal of being climate neutral by 2030.  Finally, she shared photos of the new science building 
and invited board members to join the live stream “soft opening” on Monday at 3:00 p.m. 
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Presentation by Simpson Scarborough 
 
Board Education – Arnerich & Massena – Brian Shipley and David Janec 
Brian Shipley and David Janec made a presentation on SPACs or Special Purpose Acquisition Companies. 
 
Development and Advocacy Committee Report – Darryl Schoen 
Darryl Schoen reminded the group that Giving Day is next week and encouraged all board members to 
donate.  Schoen encouraged his fellow board members, as leaders, to make their annual gift if they have 
not yet done so. The Women’s Philanthropy Council is off to a great start with 30 members. Over 8000 
alum participated in the recent virtual Wildcat Event.  Schoen encouraged the group to look at the 
webinars offered on the Alumni webpage.  
 
Governance Committee Report – Dave Scotto  
Dave Scotto said that the Governance Committee approved section 6.8 Funding Request with a small 
change. They also approved Policy 2.9 – Review and Revisions of Policies.  Finally, he reminded the 
board that the Governance Committee had approved some changes to the Audit Committee 
membership, specifically requiring that the committee be less than 50% board members and no more 
than two from the Finance and Investment Committee. The new rules go into effect on July 1, 2021. In 
order to comply, adjustments to the committee are being made and announced at the June board 
meeting. Finally, he mentioned that Ahmad Boura has commitments from at least two new board 
members for ’21-’22. 
 
Finance and Investment Committee Report – Chuck Nelsen 
Chuck Nelsen said that the committee is satisfied so far with the performance of the new managers 
assigned from Arnerich and Massena.  The large budget surplus reflects both the strong portfolio 
performance and a reduction in expenses due to COVID.  
 
Nelsen explained the O’Connell endowment proposal. An additional change was made to the O’Connell 
in the FIC meeting yesterday, so it was removed from the consent agenda and the board is asked to 
approve the final version in the General Session.  Language was added giving the board authority to 
adjust the allocation if it determined goals were not being met.  Details are in the FIC minutes.  Nelsen 
asked for a motion to approve with the recommended changes.  Dr. Marcia Moore moved to approve 
the proposal with the changes.  Mike Prime seconded and the board voted to approve. 
 
The Finance and Investment Committee also approved a proposal to change the endowment fees to 1% 
and the distribution to 3%, on the board-designated endowments.  The change will go into effect July 1, 
2022, and the board will provide an additional $30,000 per year to the Governors’ Award to backfill due 
to the reduced fee revenue. Mike Prime moved to approve this proposal. Marilyn Rees seconded the 
motion, and the committee voted to approve.  
 
Dave Scotto noted that the Governance Committee also made changes to Policy #6.3, Investment Policy, 
to change the look-back period on distribution calculations to avoid having to estimate earnings.  Details 
are in the Governance Committee minutes.  Marilyn Rees moved to approve this change, Nelsen 
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seconded the motion and the board voted to approve. 
 
 
CEO’s Report – Evelyn Buchanan on behalf of Ahmad Boura  
Evelyn Buchanan gave the CEO’s report on behalf of Ahmad Boura. She explained that the University 
Foundation has been working with Higher Talent Executive Search to hire prospective Development 
Officers who will work remotely, in Southern California and Portland or Seattle. Buchanan also 
announced that the Advancement team has received six CASE Awards for the past academic year – one 
gold, one silver and four bronze awards. 
 
Consent Agenda – Dave Hodson 
Hodson asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda. David Scotto moved to approve the agenda. 
Chuck Nelsen seconded the motion and the committee voted to approve the agenda. 
 
 
New Business Report – Dave Hodson  
Hodson reminded the board members to be on the lookout for the Governors’ Award survey that will be 
sent out within the next couple of weeks and to start thinking about when we feel comfortable about 
meeting together in person. 
 
 
Hodson adjourned the meeting at 2:20 PM 
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